The Christmas Story
Mary’s House
NARRATOR
Long ago, actually about 2000 years, when King Herod ruled Judea (that’s now part of
Israel), God sent the angel Gabriel to a young women who lived in a village called
Nazareth. The girl's name was Mary and she was engaged to marry a man named Joseph.
Gabriel suddenly appeared to Mary.
GABRIEL
Peace be with you! God has blessed you and is pleased with you.
NARRATOR
As you can imagine, Mary was very surprised by this and wondered what the angel meant.
But Gabriel explained more to her.
GABRIEL
Don't be afraid Mary, God has been very kind to you. He’s chosen you to be the mother of
his own son! You will give birth to a baby boy and he will be called Jesus.
MARY (confused)
How can I have a baby?
GABRIEL
You will become pregnant by the Holy Spirit. You baby will be God's own Son and his
kingdom will never end.
Your cousin Elizabeth, who everyone said was too old to have a baby, is six months
pregnant with a baby boy! Nothing is impossible with God!
MARY
I don’t completely understand what you mean, but I trust God, so let it happen as God
chooses.
NARRATOR
The baby Elizabeth was to have was also special. He would be called John and, as an
adult, he would prepare people to welcome Jesus.
Gabriel had told Zechariah, Elizabeth's husband, about their unexpected son when
Zechariah was in the Jewish Temple working as a Priest. Zechariah didn't believe the
angel so Gabriel had made him dumb until after John was born!
So a few days later, knowing her cousin was pregnant, Mary said goodbye to her family
and friends and went to visit Elizabeth and Zechariah.
Elizabeth’s house
Elizabeth was very happy to see Mary. She knew that Mary had been chosen by God to be
the mother of his Son.
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When Elizabeth saw Mary arriving, she knew that something very special had happened to
Mary. She told Mary.
ELIZABETH
God has blessed you above all women, and your child is blessed. I am so honored, that
the mother of my God is visiting me. When I heard you coming, the baby inside me jumped
for joy. You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.
NARRATOR
Mary was also very excited and she sang a special song of joy to God.
MARY
With all my heart I praise the Lord, and I am glad because of God my Savior. God cares
for me, his humble servant girl. From now on, all people will say God has blessed me. God
the mighty one has done great things for me, and his name is holy. He shows mercy to
everyone who worships him. The Lord has used his powerful arm to scatter those who are
proud. God drags strong rulers from their thrones and puts humble people in places of
power. God gives the hungry good things to eat, and sends the rich away with nothing.
God helps his servant Israel and is always merciful to his people. The Lord made this
promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his family forever!"
NARRATOR
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home to Nazareth.
Joseph’s house
When Joseph found out that Mary was expecting a baby, before their marriage had taken
place, he was very worried. He thought Mary had been unfaithful to him and wondered if
he should cancel the wedding altogether. Then an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream.
ANGEL 1
Don't be afraid to marry Mary. She has been chosen by God to be the mother of his Son.
The baby will be called Jesus and he will save his people.
NARRATOR
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel had told him to do and married Mary.
Roman Census
At this time, the land where Mary and Joseph lived was part of the Roman Empire. The
Roman Emperor Augustus wanted to have a list of all the people in the empire, to make
sure they paid their taxes. He ordered everyone to return to the town where their families
originally came from, and enter their names in a register (or census) there.
Mary and Joseph travelled a long way (about 70 miles or 115km) from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, the town where Joseph's family came from. Most people walked but some
people had a donkey to help carry the goods needed for the journey. Joseph and Mary
travelled very slowly because Mary's baby was due to be born very soon.
When they reached Bethlehem they had trouble finding somewhere to stay. So many
people had come to register their names in the census, that every house was full and
every bed was taken in all of the spare rooms.
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The only shelter that they could find was with the animals; in a cave, stable or in the
bottom floor of a house where the family animals were kept.
So in this unclean and probably smelly place Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God.
sound of baby crying
It was the custom to wrap newborn babies tightly in a long cloth called 'swaddling clothes'.
People thought it helped you grow straight arms and legs! Jesus' bed was the manger, the
animal's feeding through.
Hills outside Bethlehem
Out in the hills and fields outside Bethlehem, some shepherds were looking after their
sheep through the long night.
SHEPHERDS (rustic!)
Hello! It’s cold out here,...
Put another log on the fire Amos!
crackling fire?
NARRATOR
But as the new day began, an angel suddenly appeared and the glory of God shone
around the angel.
The shepherds were very, very, very scared, (screams?) but the angel said.
ANGEL 2
"Don't be afraid! I have good news for you and everyone. Today, down in Bethlehem, the
Saviour sent by God has been born. You will find him as a baby wrapped in cloth and lying
in a manger."
NARRATOR
Then many more angels appeared, lighting up the sky. All the angels sang praising God.
ANGELS
"Glory to God in highest, and peace to everyone on earth."
Hallelujah chorus? http://www.hallelujah-chorus.com/audio/hallelujah-chorus-9MB.mp3
SHEPHERDS
Wow that was amazing!
Let's go to Bethlehem and see what's happened.
NARRATOR
So the shepherds went to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph. The baby Jesus was
lying in a manger just as they had been told. When they saw Jesus, they told everyone
what the angel had said to them.
SHEPHERDS (rather over enthusiastic)
This angel just suddenly appeared...
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It was so scary!
But the angel said it was ok, that a special baby had been born here in Bethlehem.
Yeah, then all these other angels were there singing to God.
It was the best singing I’ve ever heard!
So we decided to come down and see if it was true.
And it was! Just like the angel said - amazing...
NARRATOR
The people who heard their story were also amazed! So the shepherds went back to their
sheep on the hills, praising God for sending his Son to be their Saviour.
Wisemen
When Jesus was born, a brand new bright star appeared in sky. Some Wise Men in
faraway country saw the star. They were very clever men that studied the stars.
WISEMEN (posh)
I say, that’s a rather bright star up there!
Indeed, let me have a look in the old manuscripts to see if it means anything.
I’ve already found something. Listen to this, a star in that part of the sky, at this time of the
year means that a new and very important king has been born in Judea.
NARRATOR
So knowing how important this event was, they set out to find the new king and bring him
gifts.
Herod’s Palace
The Wise Men followed the star towards the country of Judea. When they got to the
capital, Jerusalem, they began to ask people:
WISEMEN
Where is the child who is born to be king of the Jews?
We've seen his special star and have come to see him.
And we’ve brought presents!
NARRATOR
When Herod, the king of Judea, heard this it made him very angry to think that someone
might be going to take his place as king. So he called the Wise Men to the palace and tried
to trick them.
HEROD (a baddie!)
Hello my good fellows. Please go and follow the star until you find the new king. When you
find him, come and let me know where he is, so that I can go and worship him.
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NARRATOR
But Herod really had an evil plan to kill the new king and wanted to use the Wise Men to
find him.
The Wise Men followed the star towards Bethlehem (where the old writings said that the
king would be born). It seemed to stop and shine down directly over the house where
Jesus and his family now were living.
The Wise Men entered the house and found Jesus with Mary. They bowed down and
worshipped him. The Wise Men spread the the gifts they had brought before Jesus. The
gifts were gold, frankincense and myrrh.
In a dream the Wise Men were warned by God about Herod's trick and evil plan, so they
returned home to their countries in the East by a different way.
Mary & Joseph’s house
When the Wise Men had gone, an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream.
ANGEL 1
Get up quickly and escape to Egypt with Jesus and Mary. King Herod wants to kill him!
Stay there until I tell you it’s safe to come back.
NARRATOR
So Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary, and during the night they left for Egypt, where
they stayed until Herod died.
When Herod realized that he had been tricked by the Wise Men, he was furious (Herod
goes a bit mad in the background) and gave orders to kill all the boys aged two or younger
in Bethlehem and the surrounding area. This was to try and kill the new King, as his plan
to find the location of the new king from the Wise Men had failed.
In Egypt
After Herod had died, Joseph had another dream in which an angel appeared to him.
ANGEL 1
Get up, take Jesus and Mary and go back to Israel, for the people who tried to kill Jesus
are dead.
NARRATOR
So Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary and they went back to Israel. But when he heard
that Herod's son was now king of Judea, Joseph was afraid to go there. So instead they
returned to live in their old town of Nazareth.
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